
The Ultimate Driving Machine
Cars, th e Am erican dream ; our driving toys, alter egos and moveable livelihoods; cars 
played hard with the fires and lost. The vortex created by the heat and oxygen spun our 
sweet joy rides around and around and flipped them upside down. The fierce flames 
opened hoods, melted interiors, defaced the powerful grills and made fancy wheels 
liquify liliquify like a giant soldering iron to solder. Rubber? What rubber? There was none left, 
preferring to melt away into the already toxic sky. And bumpers made of plastic, which 
is nearly all of them, they too released their toxic footprint into the particle-laden air.

____
Th e Tu bbs Wildfire firestorm hit Santa Rosa, California in the early morning of October 9, 
2017. Including subsequent fires sparked by the Tubbs, 5,700 structures were destroyed 
with 44 people dead. This was the most destructive wildfire in modern California history 
and the most and the most expensive in American history.
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